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354. Mr D.C. NALDER to the Treasurer: 

I have a supplementary question. 

Mr D.J. Kelly: Did you understand that? 

Mr D.C. NALDER: Yes, I understand that very well, thank you, minister, but I will give the Treasurer one more 
chance to explain. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: Housing finance starts are the lowest that they have been since 1995. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Since 1996. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: This whole sector is struggling. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Since 1996. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: It is 1995. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: It is 1996. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: It is July 1995, if we want to be specific. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: It is April 1996—go on. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: It is July 1995. 

What is the government doing? What policy decisions is it taking—which is the original question—to support the 
industry out there, which is struggling at this point in time? 

Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
I will tell you what will not be doing, Mr Speaker: we will not be increasing land tax three times in two years. 
I can guarantee all members in this place that I will not do what the shadow Treasurer did when he sat on this side 
of the house in an environment in which the very problem we have in respect of rentals and vacancy rates — 

Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman! 

Mr B.S. WYATT: The shadow Treasurer and the former Treasurer, the now Leader of the Opposition, increased 
land tax three times in two years. The shadow Treasurer talks about creating policy problems, but we are delivering 
on housing affordability and delivering on dwelling starts. 

Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Give me a break! Do members know what we are doing? We are managing tight finances and 
we are delivering an economy that is growing. Also—I hope I get a question on this—we are now starting to see 
the domestic economy grow. I hope that the domestic economy grows — 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr B.S. WYATT: — unlike in the last two years of the former government when it contracted by 11 per cent, 
with nearly $7 billion stripped out. 

Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman! 

Mr B.S. WYATT: We saw 17 000 jobs taken out of the market. When that number of jobs is lost from the market, 
it will have an impact on housing investment. Under this government, we are creating jobs and confidence. The 
amount of confidence we are seeing now is extraordinary, as reported in pretty much any analysis around the 
country. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, it is your last warning. 
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Mr B.S. WYATT: We will see what was the most significant contraction under the former government start to 
appear as growth under ours. 
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